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To enable the reader to follow the onward rush of
coming events in their main outlines from the stand-
point of the First Army Commander, and also the
supplementary measures called for by the increased
urgency of the situation., it seems preferable to go on
giving all the chief Army Orders, either verbatim or in
excerpts, even at the cost of some repetition, when
describing events so important.

At 9.15 p.m. on the 7th September the situation as
it appeared to First Army Headquarters in Vendrest
is shown by the following Army Order for the 8th:

" The II., IV., and IV. Reserve Corps have maintained
their positions to-day on the line Antilly-Puisieux-
Vareddes. Strong enemy forces bivouacked this evening
at Monteuil [sic], Silly-le-Long, St. Soupplets and west
of it. Fresh enemy forces came into action this after-
noon at Betz. Weaker forces are opposed to us along
the lower Grand Morin, and about a division south of
Coulomrniers.*

" The Second Army is engaged on the line Montmirail-
F&re Champenoise.

"The II., IV., and IV. Eeserve Corps will remain
in group formation as before under the comffoand of
General von Linsingen. The enemy has fought the
battle mainly with his strong force of heavy artillery
on his right southern wing and in the centre.

** It will be necessary to hold the positions gained
and entrench there. The left wing at Vareddes will have
to bend back during the night into a more favourable
position. On the right wing the offensive will be pressed
forward on the arrival of reinforcements,

" The III. Corps will start at 2 a.m. from Montreuil

* Von Eluck failed to discover that tiie British Expeditionary
Force was working eastwards on the 7th.
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